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Masters Swimming in Manitoba has seen steady participation throughout the 2003 and 2004 year. As this is being written we just finished our Provincials, held in April at the Pan Am Pool.

Provincials was held April 17 and 18, as a short course meet in the main tank of Pan Am.  We wanted to make it a more exciting event by combining swimming more closely with the social activity that followed, and by encouraging new swimmers to participate.  We had 100 swimmers from Winnipeg, Steinbach, Selkirk, Saskatchewan, Ontario and North Dakota compete.  We also had triathletes competing in 1500, 800 and other events as a warm-up for their season. 

Several masters swimmers from Manitoba achieved records for their agegroup.  Steven Stothers tied the 40-45 100m fly with a 59:77 and Jaring Timmerman achieved several national records in the 95-99 year catagory

The meet, which was organized by Dennis Pickerl and Scott and Sharon Taylor, ran very smoothly.  I know it takes a lot of time to put on a meet, and on behalf of Masters Swimming Manitoba, I would like to thank all the volunteers who helped including Dennis, Scott and Sharon, Nelson Gushiliak, Philip Clark, Greg Barnlund, Ed Holloway and many others who were involved in officiating and helping with the meet. 

Thanks to Karen Williams and the parents of Cerebral Palsy swimmers for organizing the food for the officials.

Immediately following the meet on Saturday, everyone was invited to the wine and cheese reception upstairs in the Aquatic Hall of Fame.  Volunteers from Manitoba Masters Aquatic Club arranged that event.  Everyone was welcome, swimmers and volunteers alike.  We had 10 wines for sampling, and several cheeses.  Admission was free, and people just paid for any samples.  We had over 100 participants at that event, and everyone seemed to enjoy the concept.  Following the reception was a dinner and a draw for some great raffle prizes.   Based on the feedback we got from participants in the meet and the events after, everyone enjoyed themselves.  

Just prior to dinner, 2 wards were presented.

One annual award that is presented in Manitoba is the Bob Hamerton Award.  This award is presented to a swimmer, nominated by his or her club, who meets some or all of the following criteria:  1. Most improved swimmer in a club. A swimmer who is striving to improve his/her own personal goals, through stroke improvement and consequently, has achieved improved times at swim meets.  2. A swimmer who willingly gives of herself/himself to promote Masters Swimming through volunteering within their own club or assisting the provincial body (i.e. timers, etc.)  3.  Reflecting on Bob’s characteristics, the recipient should display friendship, a good sense of humour, and above all enjoy comradeship of fellow masters swimmers.  The winner this year was Jack Spence, a swimmer with Mid Can Masters, and past president of Masters Swimming Manitoba.  

The second award, started in 2003, is the Masters Volunteer Appreciation Award.  This award is presented annually to a volunteer who has helped to advance Masters swimming in Manitoba.  The award is not necessarily presented to a masters swimmer, but to someone who has given of his or her time to support our sport.  There were 3 winners this year: Scott and Sharon Taylor and Dennis Pickerl.  They have always supported Masters Swimming, and have been instrumental in the success of not only the Masters Provincials but in other meets throughout the years.  

We appreciate the support that Swim Manitoba offers, in promoting Masters swimming and in the volunteering and expertise many of the Swim Manitoba community provides in officiating Masters meets.

The final Masters meet of the year is Nationals in Edmonton May 21-24.  We have about 15 Manitoba swimmers competing in this meet which is expected to attract more than 600 athletes from Canada and the United States.

I know that by continuing to work together, Masters Swim Manitoba and Swim Manitoba will be able to bring the benefits of our sport, whether for competition or fitness, to all ages of Manitobans.
 

Glenn Davis
Chair
Masters Swimming Manitoba

Glennd@mmac.mb.ca
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