Minutes of DTSC Teleconference

September 26, 2002

The meeting began at 9:00 pm ET.  Committee members online were:    Bill Hogan (chair),

Lance Cansdale, Alain Lefebvre, Bill McFarlane, Chris Wilson, Flip Filippelli, Ken Radford.

Meet Schedule:  Chris Wilson (SNC Events & Promotions Manager) confirmed the 2002-03 Meet Schedule, the host locations and the dates as follows:








Winter Nationals (Canadian Open)
Edmonton, AB 
Nov 28-01








Eastern Canadian Championships

London, ON

Feb. 20-23








Western Canadian Championships
Regina, SK

Feb. 20-23








Canada Cup (LC)





Calgary, AB

Mar   7 – 9








World Champs & Pan Am Trials

Victoria, BC

June 26-30








Club Nationals (Camo)



Montreal, PQ

July 24-27

Rule Procedure Proposals:  In anticipation of the major changes in meet format this year, and to allow 

for desired flexibility and innovation for national competitions, the committee discussed proposals to initiate meet procedure revisions.  Ken Radford presented a list of 14 proposals that in their present state would not be applicable to the new Long Term Competition Program format that is being put forward as a result of the 3-day meeting he had with provincial Technical Directors after the April ’02 Board Meeting in Toronto, and which were discussed at length with the National Center coaches, and vetted through the High Performance Committee. It was agreed in principle by the DTSC committee to establish a “Technical Guidebook” where procedural items regarding national competitions be included instead of having them in the rulebook where it is felt that only the swimming rules should be located.  The members of the DTSC committee agreed to address in detail these and additional rule proposals at the next committee meeting in October during the AGM weekend in Halifax.  On the specific issue of Long & Short Course seeding of swimmers and the issue of using converted times as qualifying standards, the chair asked Ken to bring this particular proposal to the CSCTA for consultation and input before any action relating to using converted times is taken by this committee.   Ken will present this proposal to CSCTA chair John Vadeika and report back to this committee.

Web Posting & Meet Information:   The issue was raised by the chair that recently some officials were  inquiring why the meet information for this season is not yet available on the SNC website.  Committee members agreed that even though the deadline is to have all meet packages and information out at least 2 months prior to a competition, the intention is to meet a much earlier deadline for the convenience of coaches, officials and swimmers alike.  But because this swim season begins with the introduction of major changes in meet formats (ie: the Canadian Open Short Course meet in November) based on the long term Competition Program being put in place, a number of items needed discussion this week to avoid any last minute changes after the meet information is on the web.  As a result of discussions at this teleconference, the meet information is now ready for posting on the SNC website.

Warm-up Procedure Proposals:  Ken Radford brought forward some proposals for changes in the Warm-up procedures at national meets.  The issues discussed were:

a)  The request to open up sprint lanes during the whole warm-up period to allow swimmers 

     in early sprint events in the program to prepare for their race.  It was suggested that a designated sprint lane remain open for the whole duration of the warm-up period in the competition pool.

b)
The committee also discussed the use of “zoomers” and “cords” in warm-up pools at meets where there is a warm-up pool in addition to the competition pool.  It was also discussed, and agreed by all on the committee, that the use of hand paddles should not be allowed at any time during warm-ups for safety reasons, among others.

The committee members were in agreement with the proposed changes so the chair asked Ken to bring these issues to the CSCTA for input before a final decision is made at the next DTSC meeting in October.  

TSC Updates:  Bill McFarlane gave the committee an update on recent FINA TSC information.  He announced that the FINA Manuals are now available, and recommended that all members of the NOC should receive copies.  Bill Hogan agreed to follow up.  Bill McFarlane updated the committee on the status of the Pan Am Games in the Dominican Republic and reported that he has just revisited the Time Standards for a final adjustment, so they are now in place.  He mentioning the maximum number of swimmers will be 235, and that there needs to be a lot of work still to be done in a short while to have the pool ready.  The Games are set for August 2003.  

Long Term Competition Program:   Ken Radford briefly addressed the proposal for a long term plan being put in place for national competitions.  One issue still to be worked on is the Club Nationals slated for July each year.  Alain Lefebvre made some very helpful comments in relation to the concern in the field that the chair brought forward regarding the meet format and its application to the recently adopted Athlete Development Model.  Ken informed the committee that he was presently working on the issue and will be addressing it at the next DTSC meeting in October.

Update on Pan Pacs 2006:  Chris Wilson addressed the committee mentioning that two provinces, Alberta and British Columbia have indicated interest in hosting this competition in 2006.  He advised that the bid package will be sent out in early October. 

Other Business:  Ken Radford mentioned two items for the information of the committee members:




a)   The CCES (Canadian Center for Ethics in Sport) has presented a proposal to SNC for EPO

                     drug testing this year.




b)   A Records Policy will be presented to the SNC executive at their next meeting to address a 





issue that has been needing attention for some time.

This concluded the discussions and the teleconference ended at 10:20 pm.

